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SUMMARY

THE RESULTS OF THE NATURAL-SCIENTIFIC STUDY 

OF THE PALEOLITHIC SITE OF SHLYAKH

P.E. Nehoroshev, L.B. Vishnyatskiy, E.G. Guskova, Y.E. Musatov, T.V. Sapelko

The site of Shlyakh takes a particular position among the Middle Paleolithic sites of the Russian 

Plain. The excavations conducted in 1990—1991 and 1998—2001 exposed a number of cultural layers 

ranging from the late Middle Paleolithic to the Mesolithic. Abundant stone inventory was found in 

layers 8 and 9. The analysis of the industry led to the idea that it could be dated to the final stage of 

the Middle Paleolithic due to the transitional character of flaking technology. Subsequently this 

supposition has been confirmed by the results of multidisciplinary scientific research including 

radiometric, palynological, and paleomagnetic studies. The available evidence suggests that layers 

8 and 9 should be dated within a rather narrow chronological interval of 40—45 kyr bp, while the age 

of layer 4C (Upper Paleolithic) is most probably around 32—33 kyr bp. 


